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Analytical Study of Topics Pertaining and Research
Methodologies to Master’s Thesis in Library and
Information Science (M.L.1.S.) at Two Universities of
Saudi Arabia

MOHAMMED A. MARGHALANI
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Library & Information Science,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This paper exmines the diverse methodologies employed in
conducting research for the Master’s degree in Library and Information Sci-
ence, accepted/conferred by both King Abdulaziz University and Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, Saudi Arabia. Also, it considers
the subjects treated in theses. Two specific methods, namely evaluation and
comparison, were specify used in this study: evaluation to find out the var-
ious methodologies employed in these theses, and comparison to specify
the subjects treated therein.

Analysis of relevant data indicates that 29 theses have been accepted. to-
date, by the Departments of Library and Information Science at both Uni-
versities. A total of 51 research methods were used by candidates in prepar-
ing their M.L.1.S. theses. Further analysis revealed that 37.25% of candi-
dates used the survey method, 17.14% used the descriptive method "and
13.72% used the historical method.

Subjects treated in the theses under study. fall into ten areas, even though
most of them deal with bibliography, bibliometric studies and various types
of libraries.





